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BASIC CATEGORIES OF STUDYING LINGUISTIC LANDSCAPEA S A
SOCIOCULTURAL PHENOMENON

The article is devoted to the research problematidsnguistic Landscape as a sociocultural phenuone
More specifically, based on the study of the emgstinaterials in this field, the main concepts arethodologies of
LL are identify, critically analyzed and present&tie systematization and formulation of these beaiegories can
be used by scholars in the study of LL as a sottim@ phenomenon, as well as by communication tfiraeers in
taking concrete steps towards improving LL, whistespecially important in the context of moderrbglesm for
creating more harmonious relations at various kvel
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BA3OBBIE KATEI'OPUU U3YYEHUSA TUHT'BUCTHYECKOI'O
JAHIJITA®TA KAK COIIMOKYJIbTYPHOI'O SABJIEHUSA

CTaTLﬂ TOCBAIICHA HMCCIICAOBAHHUIO HpOGHCMaTI/IKI/l JIMHIBUCTUYECCKOTO naH}:{maQ)Ta KaKk COHUOKYJIbTYPHOTO
C]JCHOMCH&. B YaCcTHOCTH, Ha OCHOBC H3Y4YCHHSA CYIICCTBYIOLUIUX MaTCpHUAIOB B 9TON O6J'13.CTI/I OIIPEACIICHBI,
KPUTUYECKU MPOAHATU3UPOBAHBI U MPEACTABICHbI OCHOBHBIE TEPMHUHOJIOTUYECKUE IOHATHUA U METOJbl U3YYCHUS
JIMHTBUCTUYECKOTO J'IaHZILUa(i)Ta. C"CTCMaTI/BaLU/IH u c[)opmynnposka JIAHHBIX 6&3OBHX KaTeFOpHﬁ MOryT 6BIT]>
HMCTIOIb30BaHbl YYCHBIMH TIPH HM3YYCHHH JIMHIBHUCTHYCCKOTO J'laHHIUaCl)Ta KaKk CONHOKYJBTYPHOTO Cl)eHOMeHa, a
TaKXKE CrneuuaauCcTaMHu B O6J'[B.CTPI KOMMYHUKAIlUA TIpU TIPUHATAA KOHKPETHBIX MEp N0 YIYYHICHUIO
JIMHTBUCTHYECKOT0 JTIaHAmadTa, 4TO 0COOCHHO Ba)KHO B KOHTEKCTE COBPEMEHHOT0 riiodanu3Ma Juis co3aanus 6osee
FapMOHUYHBIX OTHOIICHHUIT Ha PA3HBIX YPOBHSIX.

Kniouesvie cnosa: TMHIBUCTHYECKHI TAaHAIADT, COLUYM, KYJIbTYpa, TCPMHHOJIOTHSI, METOIOJIOTHSI.

Introduction

The article is devoted to the study of the problefinguistic landscape (hereinafter — LL) - varsovisual
means of constructing the territory and an impdreamponent of modern linguistic ecology. LL isrfeed at the
intersection of a number of disciplines and is anptex phenomenon that determines many socio-clltura
conditions of human life. LL began to be activalyestigated in the process of expanding and irfygngilanguage
contacts, in connection with migration processes mltilingualism processes, being a reflectiortted general
processes of globalization [Baranova, Fedorova,72@ritsenko, Kirilina, 2014; Peshkova, 2019; Shuaf
Osheva, 2011].

LL has recently become more and more actively ifigated. Most of the research is devoted to theysaf
LL in such areas as advertising, commerce, topooigins, branding of the territory, small businessyell as in
the socio-political space, including language poéad public policy mechanisms. Meanwhile, the tédmitself is
often interpreted in different ways, sometimes geifentified with purely speech characteristicsceftain social
groups and problems of linguistic geography. Iniéait, the issues of LL research methodology desereser
attention of scientists. The study of LL requiremare systematic development of its fundamentatadtaristics,
especially given its potential to improve the gahénguistic ecology and the socio-cultural sphesea whole.

Discussion

The subject of the article is the basic researtbgeaies of LL, which can be applied in its studyahswer a
number of questions of socio-cultural orientatiom;luding the following: (1) how does LL contribute the
formation of ethno-cultural identity? (2) how ddes act as a motivational factor of creative profesal and soc
io-political activity? (3) how does LL perform thienction of relieving social, political, ethno-cuttl tensions and
preventing conflicts? (4) how LL acts as a mechari$ state policy in the socio-political field.
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The general purpose of the article is to formuthtebasic categories of the study of LL as a soaltaral
phenomenon, which will allow answering the questjicsome of which are given above. More specificdifgtly,
the article aims to identify, critically analyzedapresent the main substantive concepts of LL basettie research
of existing scientific materials on this issue; aselcondly, the goal is to identify, critically &yme and present the
main methods of LL research. Thus, the LL area witleive the necessary systematization in the fofrinasic
terminological and methodological categories tlaat kater be used by scientists in their research.

Methods and material

This article uses methods of analytical review,cdpsion, classification, semantic and critical bysés. All
these methods are aimed at systematization, ei@luand organization of a set of basic terminolabiand
methodological categories in the field of LL study.

Results

The mainterminological categories in the field of LL study are given beland briefly described: (1)
definition of LL and similar concepts; (2) defimiti of the disciplines by which LL is studied; (3rpeption of LL
and examples of applied areas of its application.

(1) Definition of LL and similar concepts:

LINGUISTIC landscape — visual andverbal representation of different communicative and uiisgic
systems in the socio-cultural spaa$; the language landscape. Unfortunately, in modeussian science, the
concepts of finguistic landscaptand “linguistic/verbal landscageare not divorced or divorced inconsistently.
The first term is borrowed, as you know, from EsigHanguage science and in many ways has beconte qui
superficial to denote any language, speech and me¢alanguage fragments, mixing real phenomenaeiedtific
constructs. It is more expedient, in our opinidmttthe representation of different language systama single
socio-cultural space should be called LL, and #prasentation of texts (oral, written, and alsypadle) should be
called a linguistic landscape and even a textual on

A VISUAL LINGUISTIC LANDSCAPE is a visual representation of the objects of § ¢#nother
locality).

LANGUAGE LANDSCAPE (text) — the representation of texts (oral, wrftand also polycode) in the
socio-cultural space. The term continues traditisesearch in the categories of “language of tiy’ cflanguage
space”, “language environment” and under.

A SIGN OF A LINGUISTIC LANDSCAPE is a cultural and symbolic reality that represehéesproperties
or relations of a socio-cultural space and is uEdthe acquisition, storage, processing and trasson of
information.

TYPES OF LINGUISTIC LANDSCAPE. The main types are visual, auditory, kinesetic.lrBaew can be
static or dynamic.

VISUAL DIALECT is the dialect name of a geographical object, alisad in the form of a plate. See
dialect toponymy.

THE LANGUAGE OF THE CITY is “a historically formed set of types of urbaresph used within the
boundaries of the city by various social groupgeciby knowledge of thecity code’ [Yunakovskaya, 2011, p.
194]. At the current stage of the development ehsstudies, it is obvious that the “language ofditg’ is a multi-
level and multidimensional education, and its congrds have both different and general indicatore Tatter
include, in particular, the protest mood, the deoidahe surrounding world by the subject of spegbb designation
of his own position in the dismemberment of the ld/@nd the nomination of its phenomena. These featare
reflected by the word-formation system of the leagpiof the city. Conducted by A.A. Yunakov's resbaevealed
a number of word-forming means of the all-Russ@argliage (most often unproductive), based on ancignilses
- primitive thinking, archetypes — and their lingfii expression [ibid., p. 197].

(2) Definition of the disciplines by which LL isgtied:

VISUAL LINGUOGEOGRAPHY is a discipline that studies and models visualgeeech phenomena and
processes of speakers of a geographical terrificditional linguistic and geographical studies supplemented
by the description and analysis of the visual conemb of the object: handwritten or printed textptagraph,
picture, graffiti or drawing, diagram, map, variopsinters. Of course, this is not the first timagliistics has
worked closely with geography. One of the mostaserimethods of linguistic research of the XX centuan areal,
geographical one appeared [Areal Studies ..., 1983]

POLITICAL LINGUISTICS is a discipline at the intersection of politicalience and linguistics that
studies the patterns of interaction and mutualigrite of socio-political events and language/laggsalncorrect
from the point of view of political linguistics anhguoecology is the use of certain precedent phrema that
cause a negative reaction among educated citizeagpropriate use of the names of mythological i@rdry
characters and raises the question of the relevaht@nguage policy and the need for censorshipegulate the
language situation in the city. Within the framelvaf our research, the linguistic landscape is iEred as a
mechanism of state policy.

A MULTILINGUAL ENVIRONMENT is a communicative space using two or more langsiag
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SOCIOLINGUISTICS is a branch of linguistics that studies the relship between language and the
social conditions of its existence.

TOPONYMY is a section of onomastics that studies geograph@mes tbponyms), their origin, lexical
meaning, development, current state, spelling aondymciation.

URBANISM is a science that studies the ways of developnoén¥arious urban systems (transport,
pedestrian infrastructure, ecology, healthcare,athdrs), their interaction with each other anchwvfite residents of
the city.

URBAN LINGUISTICS is a linguistic discipline that studies polycodEmmunication processes in urban
space.

ECOLOGICAL LINGUISTICS (ecolinguistics) is a branch of linguistics thatdies ways to preserve,
safely develop and use the linguistic sphere adragn and society.

ECOLOGY OF COMMUNICATION is a discipline that explores the ways and mecmasiof developing
an effective and safe exchange of information (nwoadly,ecology of mass communicatipns

(3) Perception of LL and examples of its applicatoeas:

PERCEPTION OF THE LINGUISTIC LANDSCAPE. A special focus of research LL is the study of the
perception of the urban linguistic landscape a)ppeob) the tourists) temporarily working foreigaeand other
groups, because every language policy in the fieldunconditional, should be built taking into acew the views
of communicant®n issues of clarity, comfort, non-contentious walt richnessof specific objects (units) and LL
to provide this level of comfort, eliminating difft kinds of conflict situations.

- assessment of the degree of intelligibility/incostgnsibility of LL objects;
- assessment of the degree of attractiveness/urtaténaess of LL objects;

- assessment of the appropriateness/inappropriatefiessobjects;

- assessment of the degree of offensiveness/nonsiffaress of LL objects;

— the presence of cultural and symbolic (historicadlities of the region, city;
- the language of LL objects.

LANGUAGE POLICY is a system of measures and legislative actsechout by the authorities and/or
public institutions of the country in the field fofnctioning of languages and dialects.

LANGUAGE PLANNING is a conscious influence on the development oflanguage in use, regardless
of its origin.

The mainmethodologicalcategories in the field of LL study are given dmigfly described below:

METHODOLOGY OF LINGUOLANDSCAPE RESEARCH . The depth of interpretive methods of
linguolandscape research also depends on the gugmasspecifics of the material. This is the lenfefixation of
the representation of languages in the designbdéts inscriptions, this is the level of deep spfitbsaturation of
cultural meanings represented by these tabletsdspunovements.

FIELD RESEARCH is the study of people acting in the natural cbods of their daily life. A field
researcher decides to enter the world of other lpeioporder to learn “first-hand” about how theydj how they
talk, behave, which fascinates and disappoints theinis also a method of study by which researstey to
understand the meanings (meaning) of the obseretdty for those involved in it [Newman, 1999; Ersen,
1983].

Stages of field research.

1. Prepare yourself, read literature, without faeg®n something specific.

2. Select the field site and get access to it.

3. Enter the field and establish a social relatigmsvith the group members.

4. Accept a social role, thoroughly study the emwinent, establish friendly relations with group rbens.

5. Watch, listen and collect quality data.

6. Start analyzing the data, summarize and evalvatking hypotheses.

7. Focus on the specific aspects of the environmedtuse theoretical modeling.

8. Conduct field interviews with informants.

9. Leave the field, finish the analysis and writcgentific report [Newman, 1999, pp. 111-112].

PRIMARY DATA - data collected by researchers (volunteers) tiljrét the socio-cultural space of the
city; within the framework of this Project — photaghs taken with cameras, phones, and other gaduetable for
extracting textual information and subsequent pssicg. The primary data is the property of the &bpnd is
stored on the electronic media of the Project.

SECONDARY DATA are the results of previous scientific researchplipations in professional
publications, articles in the media, as well asadedllected and published by government organiaatiffor
example, the population census) and private ageiffie example, data on the costs of tourists).

VOLUNTEER (from lat. voluntarius - eternally hungry) — a person whaiea out voluntary activities in
the form of gratuitous performance of works, pravisof services (voluntary activity); within theaimework of this
Project — a person collecting primary data.

GOOGLE FORM (eng Google Forms) is a survey administration applcaincluded in the Google Drive
and Google Classroom office suite together with @@dDocs, Google Sheets and Google Slides; with&n t
framework of this Project— a form (questionnaitettallows processing primary data in digital fotma
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PHOTOBANK is a corpus of photographs of objects of the lisiigilandscape, structured according to the
type of carrier of visual and verbal informatiordvartising (billboards, billboards, banners, ads,)ea plaque
(memorial, toponymic, etc.), a sign, graffiti, ah a pointer (road, navigation, etc.).

COMPREHENSIVE RESEARCH

Currently, approaches to the multidimensional stafiyhe LL of a city are being developed depending
political, economic, social, cultural and othertéas (the size of the city, the history of the citlye number and
number of diasporas, ethnic communities, commus)itisigration processes, the level of stabilityabdity, etc.).

An example of a comprehensive study using a nurobenethods is the study “Linguistic landscape as a
mechanism of public policy: socio-cultural and coumicative aspects”, conducted within the framewofkhe
RFBR grant “Linguistic landscape as a mechanismpublic policy: socio-cultural and communicative ests” 20-
011-31742.

The general scientific approach developed for phigect is reflected in the specific methods thatapplied
at each stage of the study. In accordance withgéreeral approach, three stages of research wengifiele —
Technological, Epistemological and Phonetical. Tdsk of the Technological stage is to identify was types of
LL, i.e. to describe their classification. Hereg tmain research methods were empirical methodseXample,
observation, questionnaires, content analysis.t@sle of the Epistemological stage is to understahat is behind
each type of LL. Accordingly, interpretive methodlere used here, such as semiotic analysis, rhetamalysis,
discourse analysis. The task of the Phroneticgksisito propose concrete steps that can leacktorjprovement of
LL as a linguistic human habitat. Praxeological mefs such as critical analysis and cultural anslygre used
here. Thus, as LL research progressed, the empdtattisd from more descriptive and quantitative loels to more
phenomenological and qualitative methods [Kuseni2®93]. The importance of such dynamics is becoming
increasingly realized in the works on LL in recemtars, which call for paying more attention to how is
perceived by specific people in specific socioandt situations.

Conclusion

Thus, in this article, based on the study of emgptiscientific materials on this subject, the main
terminological concepts and basic methods of LLeaesh have been critically analyzed and preserifée.
systematization and formulation of the basic catiegoof data can subsequently be used by sciemisite study of
LL as a social and cultural phenomenon, as wel/fasn taking practical steps to improve the LL, ésample, in
the form of recommendations on language policy,fltrresolution, etc., which is extremely importain the
context of modern globalism to harmonize commuitecabn various levels — from interpersonal to irtaltural,
inter--ethnic and international communication, adlas in a variety of contexts — from academigtofessional,
from socio-political to diplomatic. In general, $h6tudy can be used in the analysis of any theatednd practical
situations related to the problem of LL as a me@marof the socio-socio-cultural sphere.
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